VICTIM IMPACT STATEMENT MADE FOR COURT IN THE REPUBLIC OF VANUATU

How to use this Victim Impact Statement form

This form will help you prepare a Victim Impact Statement (VIS), but it’s only a guide. You don’t have to use this form to prepare a VIS.

If you need more space to write, you can add pages to this form.
Help is available

· If you need help writing your victim impact statement please ask:

· A police officer from the Family Protection Unit or Criminal Investigations
· A friend or relative who you think can assist

· A person at the Vanuatu Womens Centre

· A witness assistant from the Office of the Public Prosecutor

· I

What to include in your Victim Impact Statement

The court wants to hear from you in your own words about how the crime affected you. You should explain how the crime has affected you:
· emotionally

· physically

· financially

· socially.

You can also add other materials to your VIS if it helps explain how a crime has affected you. These can be things like letters, poems, photographs, drawings or medical reports.
Thinking about what to write

Imagine that someone who knows about what happened to you asked “how has the crime changed your life?”. This can be a good way to start. Some people also find it useful to think about how the crime will change their life into the future. If the crime caused the death of a loved one, you might want to describe what you miss most about them.
Victim Impact Statement form
· Your name:      
· If you are not the direct (primary) victim of the crime, please write the name of the primary victim below and describe your relationship to the primary victim:

Victim’s name:      

Your relationship to the victim:      
· Name of the accused person (if known): 
     
· Name of the police investigator (if known):      
· Name of the Court where the matter will be heard (if known):     
· Would you like your Victim Impact Statement read aloud in court?
The judge or magistrate will decide if you can read all of your Victim Impact Statement or only some parts of it in court.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No – I don’t want my Victim Impact Statement read aloud in court

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes – I would like my Victim Impact Statement read aloud in court by:



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Me



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 The prosecutor



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Someone else that I nominate

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 I’m not sure yet

If you would like your VIS read aloud in court, please discuss this with the OPP prosecutor or the police investigator as soon as possible.

Emotional impact of the crime

This section is a guide only. You don’t need to fill it out.
You can use this section to describe any emotional impacts of the crime, including:

· your general feelings of wellbeing or enjoyment of life

· how the crime has affected any relationships 
(with your partner, family, friends or co-workers)

· any emotions or feelings related to the crime 
(such as hurt, anger, fear, frustration)

· effects on your lifestyle and activities 
(such as trouble sleeping, eating, working)

· psychological effects of the crime, including any treatment you need 
(such as depression or anxiety)

· how these impacts might change your life into the future.

You can add a medical report to this form if you think it will help the court understand the emotional or psychological effects of the crime on you.



Describe the emotional impact of the crime here


Physical impact of the crime

This section is a guide only. You don’t need to fill it out.
Use this section to describe:

· injuries as a result of the crime (such as broken bones, bruises)

· how injuries have affected your life (such as work, sport or leisure activities)

· any long term impacts of injuries on your life

· any ongoing medical treatment you need.

You can add a medical report to this form if you think it will help the court understand the physical effects of the crime on you.



Describe the physical impact of the crime here


Financial impact of the crime

This section is a guide only. You don’t need to fill it out.
Use this section to describe:

· loss of future earnings because of the crime 
(if a physical or psychological injury has affected your ability to work)

· general expenses caused by the crime (such as home security, replacing items)

· travel expenses because of the crime (such as court appearances)

· cost of medical treatment needed because of the crime.

You can add a medical report or other documents such as receipts or invoices if you think it will help the court understand the financial impacts of the crime on you.



Describe the financial impact of the crime here


Social impact of the crime

This section is a guide only. You don’t need to fill it out.
Use this section to describe any other problems the crime has caused in your life, including how the crime has affected:

· work or study commitments

· family or social life (friendships, social events, sporting commitments)

· how safe you feel.

Some people find it useful to think about how their life has changed since the crime, and how they see their future.

When a crime has caused the death of a loved one, you might want to describe how your life has changed, and what you miss most about them. 

You can add materials such as letters, poems, or drawings to this form if they help you express how the crime has affected you.



Describe the social impact of the crime here


Declaration
I swear on oath that the contents of this Victim Impact Statement are true and correct. I understand that this victim impact statement will be provided to the Judge or Magistrate during a sentence proceeding.
Declared at _______________________________
on this _____ day of 20__
……………………………………………………

Signature of person making this declaration

[to be signed in front of witness]
Before me,
……………………………………………………

Signature of Witness
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